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Welcome Back
A very warm welcome back to our Reception children and their families. We hope you had a wonderful half term break. We are looking forward to the new half term and immersing ourselves in our new learning and further developing our understanding of sustainable development.
If you wish to speak to Miss Doan or Miss Jackson please book an appointment with the school office, 020 8854 5055, or you can contact us directly, via email at,                             Miss Doan (Saplings Class) adoan@woodhill.greenwich.sch.uk
Miss Jackson (Acorns Class) zjackson@woodhill.greenwich.sch.uk
Year R’s learning this half term:
                     
(curriculum-global theme overview, including English outcomes)                                                                                                        
Our learning for this half term is focused around sustainable 
development and the books ‘Omar, the Bees and Me’ by Helen                                  Mortimer.
Physical, Social and Emotional Development 
We will be learning how to solve conflicts and disagreements with our peers, independently. We will practice using our words to express ourselves and offering solutions. 

Communication and Language 
We will practice sharing our ideas and opinions with one another. Making sure that when we do, we speak in full sentences and extend our thinking using words like, ‘and’ or ‘because’. For example, ‘I liked this story because it was funny.’ We will be building up our vocabulary, particularly around the theme of sustainable development, bees and plants using these new words to express our ideas. At home you can encourage me to talk to friends and family about the things I have learnt, seen or heard. 

Physical Development 
We will begin Nature School sessions this half term. This will be an opportunity to explore the world around us. We will develop both our fine motor and gross motor skills within the outdoor environment. We will have the space and freedom to move around and develop physical skills, body control, strength and co-ordination.

Literacy 
We will be exploring texts to learn about sustainability and endangered animals, focusing on honey bees. We will use this information to write facts on how to save the honey bees.  We will reflect on our first hand experiences whilst learning about honey bees. We will retell the events of our learning journey about bees through storytelling. We will use story maps to orally rehearse our stories and hold sentences. We will use the story telling language of Once upon a time… Suddenly… Unfortunately… and Luckily… We will continue to use our sounds to write simple sentences, remembering to use a capital letter at the beginning, finger spaces and a full stop at the end.

Reading
The children will change their home reading books on Monday. Please ensure that your child brings a bag with their updated reading record and books to school on this day.
We ask that you try to read with your child every day at home for ten minutes. Please share feedback with us about how they got on, or the difficulty level of the reading book. We appreciate all parental feedback. 
Visits
As part of our learning we will be going to B&Q to buy flowers for our honey bee garden. 

Important Dates
World Book Day, Thursday 3rd March
Parents Evening, Tuesday 1st and Wednesday  2nd  March
Trip to B&Q, Thursday 10th March 



General Information
Water bottles: Please ensure your child brings a clean, suitable water bottle into class with their name on. 
Lost property: To ensure that personal items are not lost, please write your child’s name on their book bag and all of clothing. You can purchase labels from the Woodhill Primary School Office.  
All weather: Children have access to the outdoors in all weathers. Please ensure that they come dressed appropriately for the day (e.g. coat, hat, gloves, wellies, etc.) Please provide a bag with a spare change of clothes in case of any accidents. 
Twitter accounts:
Acorn’s Class: @EYFSAcorns     Saplings Class: @EYFSSaplings


Maths
We will be exploring number facts and the different compositions of numbers to 10, for example 2+8=10. We will also look at the commutativity of number facts, for example 1+4=5 and 4+1=5. We will continue to use the language of part and whole to support our understanding of the composition of number. For example, “This is a part and this is a part. Altogether makes the whole.” Later in the half term we will be learning about teen numbers and identifying them as 10 and a bit. We will use different representations to group teen numbers into one ten and some ones.

Understanding the World 
We will be learning about growth and decay, exploring the life cycle of plants. Through our research about plants and honey bees, we will be creating our own natural habitat to help save the bees. We will also have the opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of the world around us and our curriculum learning outside of the classroom through our weekly nature school sessions.

Expressive Arts and Design 
We will be exploring colour and print making. We will experiment mixing different colours to create new shades and hues to match the plants we observe. We will be observing patterns in nature and learning to use different types of materials to make prints and replicate these patterns.  
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