Interim Headteacher: Martha Holder
Woodhill, Woolwich, London, SE18 5JE
T: 020 8854 5055

info@inspirewoodhill.co.uk
www.woodhillschool.co.uk

WOODHILL

Friday 5th December 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

Dear Parents of Year 6 Students,

We are writing to address a specific behavioural matter that has recently arisen within Year 6
concerning the spread of malicious gossip and misinformation. The well-being of every child is
our highest priority, and we are committed to ensuring a safe, supportive, and positive
environment for all.

School Action and Expectations for Students

In addressing this issue, the school has rigorously followed our established Behaviour and
Safeguarding Policy and our school values. We have had clear, explicit discussions with all Year
6 children to reinforce our expectations. The key messages delivered to the children are:

1. All malicious gossip and the spreading of rumours must cease immediately.

2. Children who hear gossip are expected to challenge it (Please stop...... | don't want to
gossip about someone..... That's not kind... ) refuse to get involved, and immediately
report it to a trusted adult (teacher or staff member).

We are confident that the children now have a clear understanding of the impact of their words
and the steps they must take.

The Crucial Role of Adult Modelling

We now turn to the critical role adults play in modelling appropriate conduct. As children learn
from the adults around them, it is essential that we, as parents and educators, also commit to
upholding these standards.

Spreading misinformation, particularly relating to children and school matters, is highly
damaging. Such actions can cause significant upset and distress to individuals and families, and,
on occasion, can inadvertently place children at a serious safeguarding risk.

A Call for Community Support

We are therefore asking for your direct support in resolving this issue and protecting our entire
school community. We urge all parents to refrain from engaging in or furthering the spread of
any rumour or malicious gossip related to children or school matters.

This collective approach is in the best interests of all children currently involved, providing them
with the space and support they need to move past this situation. Furthermore, it acts as a vital
protective factor, shielding younger children in Year 5 and other year groups from being exposed
to inappropriate and upsetting content.
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We thank you in advance for your cooperation in supporting our safeguarding efforts and
ensuring our school remains a respectful, caring place for all children to learn and thrive.

If you have any concerns regarding this matter, please contact the school office to arrange a
private discussion with your child’s teacher or member of the Senior Leadership Team.

Yours sincerely,
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Ms McKenna
Deputy Headteacher



